
Reception curriculum overview 2019-2020 

Autumn: ‘Our Wonderful World’  

Overview Autumn 1: Ourselves 
 
 Families 
 Birthdays 
 Where we live 
 Our senses 
 Our bodies 
 Similarities and differences 

Autumn 2: Light and dark 
 
 Seasonal changes 
 Owls, birds and other animals 
 Harvest 
 Bonfire night 
 Diwali 
 Advent 
 Christmas 

Prime areas of development 

Personal, Social and 
Emotional Develop-

ment 

 Become confident in our new classroom 
 Build friendships with our peers 
 Confident to try new things and take risks Begin to understand the needs of others and use this awareness to share and 

work together 
 Understand the rules and values of our school and classroom 

Communication and 
language 

 Listen and join in with stories 
 Follow simple instructions 
 Using focused vocabulary and widening our vocabulary 
 Express thoughts, ideas and reasons through discussion 
 Using talk to support our thinking 

Physical  
development 

Gross Motor Development 
 Gain greater independence of own physical needs 
 Practice good hygiene and self care 
 Experiment different ways of moving, negotiating our 

space safely 
 Developing our Fundamental Movement Skills.  

 

Fine Motor Development 
 Use one handed tools, such as; scissors, pencils, paint-

brushes 
 Manipulate materials to change the shape and proper-

ties 
 Gain confidence and independence when using knife 

and fork 
 Begin to form recognisable letters 



Specific Areas Of Development 

Literacy Reading 
 
 Listen to stories and talk about them with others 
 Become familiar with traditional tales and recall charac-

ters and events 
 Develop our talk for writing skills using actions and dra-

ma 
 Begin our phonics through Read Write Inc 
 Recognise familiar words e.g. names 
 Begin to segment and blend simple words in books 

Writing 
 
 Give meaning to marks we make 
 Gain confidence in  writing own name 
 Create stories through pictures 
 Understand how text is arranged 
 Attempt to write simple words using ‘Fred Talk’ 
 Gain confidence forming letters  

Mathematics  Enjoy taking part in number rhymes and songs 
 Have an interest in numbers and quantities in our environment, sometimes matching objects to correct numbers 
 Recognise familiar numbers and beginning to recognise numbers 0—10 
 Counting up to 20 
 Counting objects with accuracy 
 Begin to order numbers 0—20 
 Enjoy exploring shapes in the environment 
 Develop an awareness of how we measure through practical experiences, for example, weighing ingredients 
 Widen our mathematical vocabulary 

Understanding the 
world 

 Talk about past events in own lives and lives of family members 
 Understand other children do not always enjoy the same things and be sensitive to this 
 Discuss similarities and differences between themselves, others and among families, communities and traditions 
 Talk about features of own and immediate environments and how environments vary 
 Select and use technology for different purposes 

Expressive arts and 
design 

Exploring using media and materials 
 Sing familiar songs and learn new songs and hymns 
 Explore instruments to make music 
 Explore a variety of materials, tools and techniques 
 Experiment with colour, design, texture, form and  

function 
 

Being imaginative 
 Begin to build and create with a purpose in mind,  

selecting tools and resources 
 Share our ideas, thoughts and feelings through our de-

signs, artwork, music, dance, role play and stories 



Reception curriculum overview 2019-2020 

Spring: ‘Creatures of the World’ 

Overview Spring 1: Frozen 
 
 Animals habitats all over the world 
 Ice and water 
 Properties of materials 
 Sea creatures 
 Chinese New Year 

Spring 2: Traditional tales 
 
 Forest and jungle life 
 Plants 
 Living things, recording their growth —butterflies and 

runner beans 
 Extinct animals 
 How can we protect our world? 
 Celebrations: Shrove Tuesday, Ash Wednesday, Lent, 

World Book Day, Easter 

Prime areas of development 

Personal, Social and 
Emotional Develop-

ment 

 Become confident to talk about what we are good at and likes and dislikes 
 Begin to solve problems with friends without adult support 
 Gain confidence to try new activities and speak in front of the class 
 Ask for help when required 
 Understand our actions have effects on other people 
 Understand, and follow the rules throughout the school 
 Ask questions to find out more information 

Communication and 
language 

 Join in and respond to stories, thinking about what will happen next 
 Use a wide range of vocabulary and find out about new words. Use this when speaking to others 
 Use our tenses correctly 
 Respond and talk while doing something else 
 Follow a story without pictures 
 Answer ‘how’ and ‘why’ questions 

Physical  
development 

Gross Motor Development 
 Begin to change movements  to music  
 Travel in different ways, for example, on four legs 
 Experiment different ways of moving, negotiating our 

space safely 
 Continue to develop our Fundamental Movement Skills.  

 

Fine Motor Development 
 Use one handed tools, such as; scissors, pencils, paint-

brushes effectively 
 Manipulate materials to change the shape and proper-

ties 
 Being independent when using knife and forks 
 Show understanding of how to keep bodies healthy 
 Form recognisable letters correctly 



Specific Areas Of Development 

Literacy Reading 
 
 Listen to stories and talk about key events, characters 

and share what may happen next with others 
 Become familiar of different genres of books, fiction and 

non-fiction 
 Continue to build a repertoire of stories through talk for 

writing  
 Use these stories to plan and write our own versions 
 Recognise familiar words and segment and blend VC, 

CVC and some High Frequency words 
 Begin to read simple words and sentences in books 

Writing 
 
 Give meaning to marks and attempt to write short sen-

tences using our phonic knowledge to sound out the 
words 

 Create stories through pictures and story mapping 
 Understand how text is arranged 
 Continue to gain confidence when forming letters cor-

rectly, beginning to use cursive handwriting 

Mathematics  Find the correct numeral to represent numbers up to 20 
 Find one more/less thn in a group of up to 10 objects and beyond 10 
 Add and subtract using practical methods 
 Count reliably and ordering numbers up to 20 
 Estimating a group of objects 
 Order familiar events and talking about time 
 Identifying and talking about 2D and 3D shapes 
 Using non-standard forms of measurement to compare and measure items 

Understanding the 
world 

 Make observations about animals and plants, explain why things occur/talk about changes 
 Select and use technology for different purposes 
 Talk about past events in own lives and lives of family members 
 Understand other children do not always enjoy the same things and be sensitive to this 
 Discuss similarities and differences between themselves, others and among families, communities and traditions 
 Talk about features of own and immediate environments and how environments vary 

Expressive arts and 
design 

Exploring using media and materials 
 Sing familiar songs and learn new songs and hymns 
 Explore instruments to make music 
 Explore a variety of materials, tools and techniques—use 

clay to create models 
 Experiment with colour, design, texture, form and  

function 
 

Being imaginative 
 Begin to build and create with a purpose in mind,  

selecting tools and resources 
 Share our ideas, thoughts and feelings through our de-

signs, artwork, music, dance, role play and stories 



Reception curriculum overview 2019-2020 

Summer: ‘Where in the World?’ 

Overview Summer 1: Superheroes around the world 
 
 People who help us 
 Superheroes 
 What makes someone a hero? 
 How could I be a hero? 
 Europe 
 

Spring 2: Space 
 
 The planets 
 Rockets  
 The moon and the stars 
 The World 
 America 

Prime areas of development 

Personal, Social and 
Emotional Develop-

ment 

 Become confident to try new activities and reflect on how we found them 
 Develop our confidence when speaking in a familiar group, and talk about our ideas 
 Share how we are feeling and understand the feelings of others 
 Discuss our own and others’ behaviour , its consequences, and know some behaviour is unacceptable 
 Work as part of a group or class, and understand and follow rules 
 Play cooperatively, taking turns with others 
 Discuss with our friends the way we could carry out our games and activities 
 Be sensitive to others 'needs and feelings, and form positive relationships with adults and other children 
 To know everyone is special and created by God to spread His love 

Communication and 
language 

 Listen attentively in a range of situations 
 Listen to stories, accurately anticipating key events and respond to what they hear with relevant comments, questions or actions 
 Respond appropriately to what others say, while engaged in another activity 
 Follow instructions involving several ideas or actions 
 Answer ‘how’ and ‘why’ questions about their experiences and in response to stories or events 
 Use tenses correctly when talking about events that have happened or will happen in the future 
 Develop our own explanations by connecting ideas/events when taking part in discussions or tasks 

Physical  
development 

Gross Motor Development 
 Show good control of large body movements, negotiating 

space well to avoid obstacles 
 Use new skills to participate in Sports day 
 Continue developing our Fundamental Movement Skills.  

 

Fine Motor Development 
 Use one handed tools, such as; scissors, pencils, paintbrush-

es effectively 
 Form well sized, recognisable letters which are correctly 

formed 



Specific Areas Of Development 

Literacy Reading 
 
 Read and understand simple sentences 
 Use phonic knowledge to decode regular words and 

read them aloud accurately. Including some high  
frequency words and red tricky words 

 Demonstrate an understanding when talking with others 
about what we have read when participating in Read 
Write Inc activities and classroom story activities 

Writing 
 
 Use phonic knowledge to write words in ways which 

match our spoken sounds 
 Write some irregular common words 
 Write sentences which can be read by ourselves and 

others. Some words are spelt correctly and others are 
phonetically plausible 

Mathematics  Count reliably with numbers from one to 20, place them in order and say which number is one more or one less than a 
given number 

 Using quantities and objects, we can add and subtract two single-digit numbers and count on or back to find the answer 
 Solve problems, including doubling, halving and sharing 
 Use everyday language to talk about size, weight, capacity, position, distance, time and money to compare quantieies 

and objects and to solve problems 
 Recognise, create and describe patterns 
 Explore characteristics of everyday objects and shapes and use mathematical language to describe them 

Understanding the 
world 

 To know that other children do not always enjoy the same things and be sensitive to this 
 Select and use technology for different purposes 
 Know about similarities and differences in relation to places, objects, materials and living things 
 Talk about features of own and immediate environments and how environments vary from one to another 

Expressive arts and 
design 

Exploring using media and materials 
 Sing songs, make music and dance, and experiment with 

ways of changing them 
 

Being imaginative 
 Use what we have learnt about media and materials in 

original ways, thinking about uses and purposes 
 Represent our own ideas, thoughts and feelings through 

design and technology, art, music, dance, role play and 
stories 

The specific areas for development ensure that we fulful our Early Learning Goals and we will then be ready for our learning journey in   
Key Stage One 


